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UNITED WAY KICKS OFF ANNUAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

WITH  KICK-OFF WEEK

Aberdeen, WA. The United Way of Grays Harbor and Pacific County kicks off its annual fundraising campaign in several commnuties the week of September 9, 2008 to September 15, 2008. The following dates are scheduled to host the United Way Kick-Off program events: 

Tuesday, September 9, 2008
Shilo Inn, Ocean Shores
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12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Lunch $10 at the door

Hosted by Ocean Shores Kiwanis Club

Wednesday, September 10, 2008

Rotary Log Pavilion, Aberdeen
                                                         12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m

                                   Lunch $10 at the Door

                       Hosted by Aberdeen Rotary Club

               Thursday, September 11, 2008

                   Silvia Center, Montesano
                                     7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
                               Breakfast $10 at the door

Hosted by East County Rotary Club
Hoquiam YMCA, Hoquiam
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Lunch $10 at the door

Hosted by Hoquiam Rotary Club
Monday, September 15, 2008

Islander, Westport
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Lunch $10 at the door

Hosted by Westport Kiwanis Club

The United Way servicing Grays Harbor and Pacific County (UWGH) has a long-standing tradition of providing integral, necessary funds to 23 local agencies that service Grays Harbor and Pacific County.  The 2007 campaign raised a record $452,000.  All donations are tax deductible and stay in Grays Harbor and Pacific County. 

UWGH aims to provide community solutions by continuing to focus on four key areas: 1.) Helping kids succeed, 2.) Increasing self-sufficiency, 3.) Improving health and healing and 4.) Responding in emergencies.  
In 2007, the money raised was allocated in the following manner:
Helping Kids Succeed:  $65,803

Helping our children and teens grow up safely and develop fully

Mentoring:


497 Boys age 6-18



Boy Scouts 





152 Girls age 5-17



Girl Scouts  

Teen Parent Education: 

75 Parents age 13-21


C.O.P.E

Youth and Teen Programs:
    35 McCleary afterschool participants

Harbor After School
Childcare:


40 Children of teen parents


C.O.P.E.

  



281 School age children/month

YMCA of Grays Harbor

Haven House:


288 Youth Served

          

Community Youth Services



 

Increasing Self-Sufficiency: $86,666

Helping our senior citizens, individuals and families maintain independence and improve their quality of life


Patient & Employee Advocacy:
 91 Complaints investigated & resolved          Long Term Care Ombudsman 

Volunteer Assistance:

171 Adults with special needs/ill aided
  
Senior Companion 

Meals on Wheels
:

22,924 Meals delivered to homebound seniors 
Senior Nutrition 

Feed the Hungry
:

34,258 Meals served to seniors
            Catholic Community Services 

Life Skill Classes:
 

516 People attended life skills classes

Salvation Army

Home Modifications:

25 People Served



Rebuilding Together

Skill Building:


60 Developmentally challenged attended
The ARC of Grays Harbor
Improving Health and Healing:  $14,066

Helping local people gain access to health care for their physical and emotional well-being

Home Health Care:
289 Patients with no source of reimbursement
Harbors Home Health & Hospice 

Medical Transportation:
104 Seniors/disabled transported

Retired Senior Volunteer Program

Responding in Emergencies:  $121,465

Helping local people through crisis and disasters

Disaster Response:
 
31 Disasters, providing food, shelter to 84 people 
American Red Cross  

Domestic Violence Shelter:
219 Victims sheltered
        


Domestic Violence Center



Food Distribution:

3,011,966 Pounds of food to local food banks 
Food Bank Distribution Warehouse 

Emergency Assistance:
333 Low-income families received assistance
United Way Emergency Fund 



5,340 Families were provided assistance
Salvation Army 

Holiday Food Baskets:
235 Families were given food baskets

Salvation Army 

Food Vouchers: 

383 Food Vouchers issued


South Beach Christian Outreach

Crisis Childcare:

2,840 Hours, including overnights, of emergency   Children’s Advocacy Center 




Shelter crisis childcare.




70 Youth provided overnight services

Catholic Community Services

Crisis Counseling:

82 Families received services


Children’s Advocacy Center

211:


1046 Annual calls



Behavioral Health

Providing Community Solutions:  (United Way resources and staff time)

Helping focus local efforts toward addressing the most important needs in our community 

Coat & Blanket Drive: 

4,000 Coats and blankets collected with 3,500 distributed to those in need


Volunteer Development: 

100 Hours of volunteer training and resource development provided to 200 volunteers


Resource and Referrals: 

300 People were connected to resources to meet their needs

In-Kind Resources Raised

$44,925 Prescription Discount Cards through Membership Services Corporation

* Total Community Investment: $300,000


The board of United Way of Grays Harbor consists of 49 members, 21 of which are Executive Committee members.  The immediate board officers are as follows: 

President: Steve Poler
1st Vice President: Carl Jonsson (Campaign Chair)

2nd Vice President: Sue Eissler
3rd Vice President: Bob Torgerson (A&D Chair)

Secretary: Lisa Scott

Treasurer: Ron Strabbing

Immediate Past President: Bill Wolfenbarger
There are two paid staff members – Lynsi Polanco, Executive Director, and Mary McGinnis, Administrative Assistant.  
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